Eosinophilic fasciitis as a paraneoplastic phenomenon associated with metastatic colorectal carcinoma.
A 72-year-old man presented with erythema and induration of his calves and forearms. He had a past history of stage 1 colorectal carcinoma, treated with resection and primary anastamosis 4 years earlier. A diagnosis of eosinophilic fasciitis was made based on the characteristic clinical appearance, peripheral blood eosinophilia and a skin biopsy. There was no improvement in the condition following treatment with prednisolone or methotrexate. One year later, abnormal liver function studies were noted, and an abdominal computed tomography scan and subsequent needle biopsy of the liver confirmed a neoplastic lesion in the liver consistent with a metastatic colorectal carcinoma. Systemic chemotherapy with oxaliplatin, 5-fluorouracil and capecitabine was commenced, and resulted in partial remission of the colorectal carcinoma. Simultaneously, the indurations of the forearms and calves also improved, suggesting that the eosinophilic fasciitis was a paraneoplastic phenomenon.